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COMPUTERS: St. Catharines web service provider marks 20th year 


Vaxxine a survivor of the early days of Internet 



Margaret 
office manager, 
Derek McCarthy, 
Becky McCarthy 
and owner Dave 
McCarthy with 
Roxy, a boxer 
owned by Derek 
McCarthy, at the 
Vaxxine office on 
Grantham Ave. in 


DON FRASER 

QMI Agency Niagara 
Vaxxine began as a 1980s 
start-up firm that serviced 
and programmed Vax mini¬ 
computers. 

Nearly 30 years later, it 
stands now as Niagara’s larg¬ 
est survivor of the early local 
Internet service providers. 

Owner Dave McCarthy said a 
turning point for Vaxxine Com¬ 
puter Systems came in 1994, 
when he was a Brock Univer¬ 
sity computer science professor 
and decided to get an Internet 
connection for his staff 
"Ultimately, I thought, 
'maybe people at large would 
like this Internet thing too,”' 
said McCarthy. “So we put the 
structure in place to make it 
available to consumers.” 
Fast-forward two decades 


to 2014, and the 16-employee 
firm remains a healthy and 
locally based ISP firm. 

It’s partly because the 80 
Grantham Ave. S. company 
has long done a host of Inter¬ 
net and computer services. Its 
other offerings include virus 
cleaning, web marketing and 
domain names. 

McCarthy, 64, said that 
from the beginning, "we 
weren’t just an Internet com¬ 
pany.” 

“It is maybe 60% of our 
business today, but it wasn’t 
the only bed in which we laid 
down,” he said. "So if there 
were some ups and downs, 
there were still other things 
we were doing that were use¬ 
ful to us. 


See DOGS on Page 2 
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UPFRONT 


ENVIRONMENT: Province, Ottawa plan to rid areas of contamination 



The provincial and federal governments have come together on a plan to protect the Great 
Lakes, including the Niagara River. 


Province wants input on plan 
to protect the Great Lakes 


RAY SPITERI 

QMI Agency Niagara 
Ontario is seeking public com¬ 
ment on a new agreement with 
the federal government to restore 
and protect the Great Lakes, 
including a plan to remove the 
Niagara River from the list of con¬ 
taminated hot spots. 

“The proposal isafive-yearplan 


the lakes from harmful pollutants, 
conservingfish and wildlife, keep- 
inginvasivespedes out of our lakes 
and restoring areas ofhistoric con¬ 
tamination,” said Kate Iordan, a 
spokeswoman for the Ministry of 
Environment 

“The new agreement will 
bring five areas ofhistoric con¬ 


tamination —the Niagara Rivet; 
Bay of Quinte, St. Lawrence 
River, Nipigon Bay and Penin¬ 
sula Harbour — all one step 
closer to being cleaned up and 
removed from the list of Great 
Lakes toxic hot spots.” 

Progress has been made 
cleaning up the Niagara River, 
said Jordan. But there’s still 
work to be done. 

“Over the next five years, 
we are proposing to reduce 
the amount of pollution from 
municipal and industrial con¬ 
taminated sites entering the 
river, reduce nutrient run off 
from urban and rural sources, 
continue with a long-term 
management strategy for con¬ 
taminated sediment in Lyons 


Creek, create more wetlands 
to restore fish and wildlife, 
and consult with the commu¬ 
nity at every step," said Jor- 

Since 2002, Ontario has con¬ 
tributed more than $1.5 million 
towards implementadon of the 
Niagara River remedial action 

"The Canada-Ontario Agree¬ 
ment puts the focus on cleaning 
up historical contamination in 
the Niagara River and Cornwall, 
and on reducing the flow of pol¬ 
lution into the Bay of Quinte,” 
said St. Catharines MPP and 
Environment Minister Jim Bra¬ 
dley. 

The proposed agreement can 
be found at www.ebrgov.on.ca. 


Turning passion into career 


From Page 1 

“And that's basically it,” he 
said. “It’s allowed us to sur¬ 
vive where the others didn’t. 
That transition from dial-up 
connections to high-speed 
connections were things the 
other companies weren’t 
ready to handle.” 

McCarthy said while dial¬ 
up was lucrative in its day, 
“it dwindled, and rapidly so, 
when broadband connections 
became the connection of the 

But it was pricey to get into 
broadband — this, as “the 
Bells and cable companies 
took advantage of their ini¬ 
tial position... it wasn’t until 
CRTC got involved they were 
required to make this service 
available to third parties,” he 

The wait for widely avail¬ 
able broadband “was diffi¬ 
cult to endure, unless you had 
other revenue sources.” 

Meanwhile, Vaxxine also 
has a team of technicians 
that service other companies, 


including medical facilities 
and wineries. It’s also an offi¬ 
cial registrar for .ca Internet 
domain names. 

Website development is 
another substantial part of its 
business. 

McCarthy said a key to suc¬ 
cess is being “small and per¬ 
sonal. Our customers are not 
getting someone from India 
answering their questions. 

“A lot of people come to 
value that personal touch.” 

He adds a last piece of the 
Internet puzzle — one he 
wished he’d started sooner — 
was taking on cable Internet 
service as an option. 

“We started that last Sep¬ 
tember and that's been going 
quite well,” he said. 

McCarthy, who draws no 
salary from his company, 
remains a Brock computer 
science professor. 

“I have my own lane 
between the company loca¬ 
tion and the university,” he 
laughed. “I can drive it blind¬ 
folded.” 


He said ensuring his com¬ 
pany thrives is a “labour of 
love.” 

“I also have two of my kids 
working here,” he added. "And 
I value these staff I’ve known 
since (they were in) high 
school and now still work 
here. It feels very close. 

“My goal is to sustain and 
grow Vaxxine so it provides 
gainful employment for my 

work here.” 

Call centre awards 
The customer service contact 
centres of Canadian The Finan¬ 
cial Services Ltd. in Welland 
and St. Catharines have been 
named call centre of the year for 
2013, by Service Quality Meas¬ 
urement Group, which bench¬ 
marks more than 450 leading 
call centres every year 

It has been conducting first 
call resolution, customer sat¬ 
isfaction and employee sat¬ 
isfaction call centre bench¬ 
marking studies since 1996. 

don.fraser@sunmedia.ca 


li;i:l:i|33 Depatie hands off Quebecor helm to TVA’s Dion 


Quebecor CEO Robert 
Depatie has stepped down 
from his post for health 
reasons, to be replaced 
by Pierre Dion, a key 
executive on the Quebecor 
board who helped oversee 
the successful launch of 
Videotron in Quebec. 

"It is with deep regret that 
I announce my retirement 
after 

13 wonderful years with 
Videotron and Quebecor," 
Depatie said in a release 
Monday afternoon. 

"I am very proud to 
have worked at one of the 
flagships ...and I thank all 


the management teams and 
all the employees I had the 
pleasure of working with." 

Dion has been a member 
of Quebecor Media's 
executive committee since 
2004. 

In wishing Depatie a happy 
retirement, Dion said: “I am 
very familiar with Quebecor's 
business plan, the issues we 
face and the challenges and 
opportunities in each of our 
lines of business. 

“It will be a privilege to 
lead such a seasoned and 
experienced team.” 

Until a replacement is 
named, Dion will continue 



DEPATIE 


to serve as acting president 
and CEO of TVA Group. 

Quebecor Media is the 
parent company of Sun 
Media and QMI Agency. 
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: FUNDRAISER: Y swim raises money to send children to camp 


Kids helping kids 



MYSHIBtl/QMI AGENCY NIAGARA 


Breanna Lewis supervises three-year-old Derek MacDonald in the swimming pool at the 
Niagara Falls YMCA on Saturday. 


QMIAGENCY NIAGARA 

It’s always nice to see peo¬ 
ple raising money to help 
less fortunate children. But 
when it’s kids helping kids, 
it’s just a little extra special. 

That’s what happened at 
four YMCAs across Niagara 
last Saturday. 

Kids at YMCAs in Niagara 
Falls, St. Catharines, Port 
Colborne and Grimsby par¬ 
ticipated in the ninth annual 
Frank and Friends Swim for 
Strong Kids. 

The children, supervised 
by aquatic coordinators, 
swam a collective 200 kilo- 

The children raised 
money through pledges, 
which will help kids who 
face financial barriers to be 
able to attend future YMCA 
camps. 

“The kids don’t even 
know they’re being spon¬ 
sored, which is the way 
it should be. They’re just 
like any other kids at the Y. 


■ EXHIBIT: Sumi e and cyanotypes 

Artist spreads her wings 


Inport News Staff 

Artist Anne Ursino is 
“spreading her wings” at the 
Arts Place Gallery in Port Col- 
borne until June 1. 

In five decades of practis¬ 
ing art, she has participated in 
group shows and juried exhib¬ 
its that allowed her to expose 
her art and feel a sense of sat- 

"Spreading My Wings marks 
a profound moment in my art 
practice,” said Ursino, who is 
originally from St Catharines. 
“It’s my first solo exhibition 
and it’s all because of the Arts 
Place. They have provided me 
the place to show my work 
and this is a dream come true 


The exhibit reflects her 
most recent work, which was 
inspired by nature, music and 
her garden. 

She began painting in oils 
and focused on realism as a 
teenager She continued paint¬ 
ing into her 30s before becom¬ 
ing involved in hand weaving 
on three looms. 

In the late 1980s, Ursino's 
journey took her to Brock Uni¬ 
versity where she completed 
her undergraduate degree 
with a combined major in vis¬ 
ual arts and women’s studies. 

“I graduated from that in 
1993, which was really spe¬ 
cial because my daughter and 
I graduated at die same time," 


she added. 

parddpatedinmanyworkshops 
and classes and is a member of 
the Pelham Art Association and 
the Niagara-on-the-Lake Pum¬ 
phouse Gallery. 

She has devoted many 
hours learning the art of Sumi 
e and earned her red seal from 
the Canadian Sumi e Society. 

Her journey as an artist 
has moved from realism to 
abstraction, through wet and 
dry mediums including cyan¬ 
otypes, oils, water colours, ink 
and acrylics with textiles, fibre 
and threads. 

Spreading My Wings will 
have 50 of her paintings on 
display, including oils depict¬ 


ing flowers from her gar¬ 
den, collages from her Venus 
Series in mixed media, Sumi e 
paintings and abstract acrylic 
works. 

She will hold her artist’s 
reception May 18 from 2 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. at the gallery located 
at 714 King St For more infor¬ 
mation caU 905-834-9060. 


melissa.mangelsi 
Twitter: @tril 


Anne Ursino will have her 
paintings on display at the 
Arts Place Gallery in Port 
Colborne until June 1. This is 
her first solo exhibition which 
she has intitled Spreading 
My Wings. 


They’ll go and swim,” said 
the event’s namesake, Frank 
Coy. 

“Their parents take them 
to the Y to swim in this event 
and they think they're doing 
it for other kids less fortu¬ 
nate. They don’t even know 
they’re being subsidized.” 

Coy, who is from St. 
Catharines, started the event 
eight years ago by swim¬ 
ming 10 kilometres every 
year to raise cash for YMCA 
programs. At that time, it 
was called YMCA’s Partners 
with Youth, he said. 

A regular swimmer at the 
YMCA, he recognized the 
importance of providing 
every child an equal oppor¬ 
tunity to enjoy the Y’s pro- 

“I've always been partial 
to kids programs,” said Coy. 

He said the event started 
in an “odd way.” 

“I was swimming lengths 
at the Y and we have an 
hour, hour-and-a half to 
swim lengths and I always 


thought, 'I’d like to really 
get in and swim a long dis¬ 
tance’ and someone said, 
‘Why don’t you check with 
the Y, maybe as a fundraiser, 
they’d give you your own 
lane and let you do it.’ * 

After speaking with Y offi¬ 
cials, the plan started to take 

“I said, ‘I’d like to swim a 
10K swim. I’ll raise money 
for Partners with Youth. I’d 
like a dedicated lane and 
people to count lengths for 

quite a bit of money.’ 

“The first year, I think 
we raised $4,000. And then 
it went to $6,000 and then 
one year we raised $12,000. 
We’ve raised over $60,000 in 
the eight years.” 

Coy said he’s glad to see 
the event continue to grow, 
and next year he hopes to 
add the YMCA in Welland 
into the mix. 

ray.spiteri@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @RaySpiteri 
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Fascists in Ukraine 
bear watching 

I know I can sometimes be a sarcastic cuss in my columns. 

I can find a snappy turn of phrase or fire off a joke at just 
about anything. 

Except this. There is nothing funny about this. 

Over the weekend, the Daily Mail in the U.K. published a 
story about the goings-on in the Ukrainian city of Donetsk, 
one of the areas where pro-Russian separatists have seized 
control. And it has managed to make an already awful situa¬ 
tion seem truly horrifying. 

Everything about what’s going on in Ukraine should give 
you chills. 

The Russian expansion into a sovereign nation won’t end 
well for anyone. There is no positive outcome for the citizens 
of Ukraine, nor for the people of Russia. 

Innocent citizens in both countries will suffer while Russian 
President Vladimir Putin plays his game to build his fantasy 
empire — a game where the rules are written in blood. 

As tense as the situation is, as dire as the consequences 
could be for the region and the world, developments in 
Donetsk make it all the worse. 

According to the Daily Mail story, pro-Russian thugs — 
their faces hidden behind ski masks — handed out leaflets 
to people leaving a Donetsk synagogue that declared all Jews 
over the age of 16 had to register with what was called the 
Donetsk People’s Republic. 

They are being told to turn in their passports to have them 
stamped with a “declaration of faith,” and to hand over docu¬ 
ments showing what property they own. 

Failure to comply by May 3, according to the leaflet, means 
deportation and seizure of property. 

The leader of the Donetsk junta, Denis Pushilin, denies his 
organization had anything to do with the leaflets. The signa¬ 
tures of the group’s leaders on the leaflets are faked, he said, 
probably by pro-Ukrainian groups anxious to discredit the 
Russian separatists. 

The rabbi of the congregation that was targeted is report¬ 
edly saying he is convinced the leaflets were some manner of 
hoax and is appealing for calm. 

If that is the case, I don’t know what the punchline is. 

I have a very hard time taking Pushilin at his word. Since 
Russian incursions into Ukraine began, the weak justifications, 
half-truths and spin from Moscow have been hard pills to swallow. 
It seems as likely as not, to me at least, that the leaflets are the work 
of Pushilin’s group or a rogue faction of pro-Russian separatists. 

Although a hoax perpetrated by Ukrainians appears 
unlikely — as they said in Rome, “Cui Bono?” — it is worth 
noting that anti-Semitism is a common feature of more 
extreme brands of Russian and Ukrainian nationalism. 

When the previous pro-Moscow government in Kiev was 
overthrown, for example, far-right Ukrainian groups were 
blamed for attacks on Jews and synagogues. 

See GRANT RANT on Page 5 
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The people are the story of poverty 


I here’sawomanwhocan’treador 
_L write. Another who has a degree 
in nursing. And a guy with two college 
diplomas. 

There’s a double-transplant recipient A 
cancer survivor. A guy bom with cerebral 


alcoholic. 

There’s a husband and wife with a 
15-month-old son. A 214-year-old boy 
who breathes through a hole in his throat 
And a six-year-old boy who collects stuffed 
animals and plans on living with his mother 

There’s awriter. A woman who works the 
night shift at a gas station. And a single mom 
who wotks four days a week in a factory. 

People who might otherwise have noth- 

Tbgether, they are the feces of poverty. 

This year, QMI Agency Niagara will take 
an exhaustive look at the issue of poverty. 

We will pull it apart see how it works, maybe 
change a few things, and hopefully put it 
back together better than it was before. 

This is just the beginning A scratch-the- 
surfoce start that will mark the spots to dig 
deeper, more explorative holes later on. 

Consider this: Poverty isn’t only about 
income, but it is always about income. 

The province uses the LIM—Low 
Income Measure—to classify people by 
income and thereby measure poverty. A 
femily of four making below $38,920 after 
taxes is poor; a single person, below $19,460, 

In Niagara, based on those incomes 
13.6% of the population lives in poverty. 

Consider, too, that 78% of people in 
Niagara who live in poverty also work fiill- 

Poverfyis complicated. There isn’t just 
one way into it And there isn't just one way 
out 

And so we begin at its heart—with some 


of the people who live it every day. 

People like Annie Ridca of Niagara Falls. 
At 52, she’s going back to school to earn her 
Grade 12 diploma. She has been teased 
because she can’t read or write. "And I don’t 
think that’s right,” she says with schoolyard 
defiance. 

There’s 34-year-old Patrick Colley. When 
he was bom, his parents were told he’d 
never walk or talk. He did both. He lives 
independently in the Falls, and gets teary 
eyed expressing his gratitude toward the 
people who’ve helped him along the way. 

"What my life has taught me is that there’s 
no shame in asking for help,” he says. 

Paul Warren, 27, comes to Project SHARE 
in the Falls with a tote of medical supplies in 
one hand, and21/2-year-old Dominic in the 
other “He’s pretty small,” says Paul. 

Dominic was bom premature, at 23 
weeks, istubefedandbreathes through a 
tracheostomy. 

Beth Anne Reilly, 42, feels invisible. 

She was working part-time as a nurse and 
had just bought her dream home in the 
Falls when she was in a car accident Her 
insurance wasn’t enough to cover her 
wages, and she had no benefits at work. In 
a desperate attempt to pay bills, she lost all 
her savings, her RSPs, her parents left food 
at her bade door, and eventually, she lost 
her house. 

Cheryl Kedwards, 59, worked 30 years 
for the same company and then was diag¬ 
nosed with cancer David Duquette, 56, 
understands the art of using cardboard and 
newspapers to keep warm on the street 
Fifty-eight-year-old Norma Kirby of Welland 
is an alcoholic and former psychiatric 
patient And even at 54, Lorraine Brown has 
hopes of getting off Ontario Works—for 
good. They all volunteer at the Hope Centre 
in Welland. 

Ron Haymes, 41, and Shirleen McKenzie, 
40, worry their 15-month-old son, Derron, 
will have to move far away from Welland to 
find a good job. They are both on assistance 


and live in what Ron calls a “vidous cyde” of 

Liz Seger 60, is legally blind and lives on 
ODSP. She has a degree from Brock, and 
a degree in education from the University 
of Western Ontario in special education. 

She has worked as a teacher, served in the 
constituency office for a local MP and has 
written for the Welland Tribune. She went 
on assistance only after she was diagnosed 
with ulcerative colitis and is scared die gov¬ 
ernment will cut her income. 

Joel Perusse, 27, of St Catharines has two 
diplomas, the most recent in journalism 
from Niagara College. He works part-time 
at a grocery store and fifil-time at Tim 
Horton’s. “I have two jobs. I just don’t have a 
good-paying careeif he says. 

Ron Weston, 46, ofRidgewayis ajoumey- 
man electrician who has lived on ODSP 
since he had a pancreas and kidney trans¬ 
plant in 2013. 

In 2008, Sharlene Stafford's husband 
died. After that, life as she knew it crumbled 
around her: the roof leaked throuj^r the 
kitchen, the basement wall collapsed, she 
was diagnosed with glaucoma and her work 
contractwas not renewed. She keeps herself 
above water these days as a tax preparer. 

Irene Motz, 63, and Sherry, 59, both of 
St Catharines are among a growing demo¬ 

graphic of women who come to the food 
bank at Community Care. Olderwomen 
plunged into poverty after the death of a 
husband, or divorce. 

And finally, there’s 36-year-old Tanya 
Willick. She’sasingle mom who works 
minimum wage at a St Catharines factory. 
She buys groceries every other week to have 
enough food for her son, then eats leftovers 
and drinks pop the week he’s with his father 

And so, we startwith 18 people. 

Eighteen different lives, different reasons 
for being poor, different poverty stories. 

One shared life circumstance. 

cherylriock@sunmedia.ca 


■readers’views 


BRING US GO 

I support year-round GO trains. With 
continuous improvement and repair of 
the road systems a necessity, transporta¬ 
tion by car is a nightmare. The cost of an 
upgraded rail system is far less than new 
roads and continual stop and go driv¬ 
ing. This applies to tourists, commut¬ 
ers and commercial transport, which is 
also a real driver of the provincial econ¬ 
omy. Interurban bus transportation in 
the Golden Horseshoe is another need 
as it would be the necessary linkage to 
the rail system. 

IAN AND MEGAN MCEWAN 
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 

WHAT ABOUT GUN CONTROL? 

The bill passed in Kansas that allows 


citizens to openly carry firearms and 
nullify any gun restrictions made by 
a county or city (except for banning 
firearms in a public building) is ludi¬ 
crous. The bill also prevents cities or 
counties from putting restrictions on 
the sale of guns and transportation 
of guns. I still cannot believe after all 
the tragedies that have occurred by 
people misusing firearms in the U.S., 
they put fewer restriction on firearms. 
There have been lots of talk about 
better gun restriction laws in the U.S., 
but the government has done nothing 
about it. In fact, they have been coun¬ 
terproductive by introducing this new 
law. How many tragedies do we have 
to suffer before something is actually 


MATT BROWN 
ST. CATHARINES 

WE NEED GO TRAIN SERVICE TO 
NIAGARA 

My husband is a commuter and 
makes the daily trek to Mississauga. Not 
only will the GO Train be an easier com¬ 
mute for him, but will cause less pollu¬ 
tion, less QEW congestion and will bring 
more people to live in Niagara, thereby 
enhancing our economy. We need GO 
Train service to Niagara as soon as pos¬ 
sible. 

LORIE TO KOLA 
ST. CATHARINES 


Continued on Page 5 
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History warns world 
against complacency 



with the best 
mortgage on the market. 



RONA 

LANGDON HARDWARE 

Charity BBQ 

CarWash (weather permitting) 

Sunday 9 am - 3 pm 

Come Out and Support 
Crystal Beach Public School! 

All proceeds will go towards the 
Grade 7 and 8 Students going 
to Camp Wahanowin for their year end 
School Trip 

1238 Dominion Road, Fort Erie I 

289.320.8250 

Hours: Monday-Friday 8am-6pm, 
Saturday 8am-5pm • Sunday 10am-3pm 
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wi work for rail 


PICK your 
PRIZE Contest 

Quote to Win! 
Refer to Win! 

$1000 or $750 or $500 
Gift Card 

to the business of 
YOUR choice! 

•Conditions Apply. 


Call Today for a Free Quote and Compare! 

• I Save 

up to I 

■ 30% 



IN SHERK TIM-BR MART ps 

L 333 Davis Street (next to Home Hardware) Port Colborne, ON L3K1Z5 
www.timbermart.ca/sherk/sherk-timber-mart 

Phone: 905-834-4541 

“Lumber merchants since 1810” 
FREEDEUVERY 

(some restrictions apply) 

SPRUCE • PINE • CEDAR • PLYWOODS 
SHEDS • KITCHENS • PAINT • PLUMBING 
ELECTRICAL • BUILDERS HARDWARE 


s ™ wt " upCfY/o 

sJvE JoDUoFF 

Cash & Carry, Instock, Regular price Items only. M li If k'A’JI 


15% OFF PRESSURE TREATED LUMBER 
MAY 15,16,17 


Bulk stones and coarse/fine sands (delivery available) 
Second Doors from $5.00 & up 

NO HST every 3rd Tuesday of the Month cash & cany onty 
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Pelham mayor not getting answers from NPCA 


ROB HOULE 

QMI Agency Niagara 
Pelham Mayor Dave Augustyn 
said he was “disheartened” to 
hear he would not be getting all 
the information he requested 
from the Niagara Peninsula Con¬ 
servation Authority regarding a 
recent land deal 
Augustyn had requested 
authority CAO Tony D’Amario 
forward him a copy of a map, 
the land appraisal and the pur¬ 
chase agreement for 15 acres of 
the former Easter Seals camp 
on Lakeshore Rd. in Wainfleet 
The NPCA recently announced 
it had purchased a portion of the 
former camp from Lakewood 
Beach Properties for $1,975 mil¬ 
lion. In addition to the purchase 
price, the Township of Wainfeet 
agreed to waive a requirement 
the developer donate a portion 


of his remaining 39 acres or cash 
in lieu for parkland dedication. 
Hie cash in lieu was estimated at 
$500,000. 

During a discussion pertain¬ 
ing to the minutes of the NPCA’s 
board of directors meeting from 
March 19 at Niagara Region’s 
public works committee meet¬ 
ing Tuesday, Augustyn offered 
thanks to board chair regional 
Coun. Bruce Timms and vice¬ 
chair Wainfleet Mayor April Jeffe, 
for having been forwarded the 
map, but asked when he could 
expect a copy of the legal agree¬ 
ment and the appraisal. Timms, 
who is not a member of the pub¬ 
lic works committee but never¬ 
theless attended the meeting, 
said that information would not 
becoming. 

“We’re pleased to provide 


the mapping,” Timms said. “(But) we have 
legal advice that it really is not the position of 
the board to divulge publicly the terms of the 
sale and the agreement with the vendor. We 
do want to disclose as much as we can about 
how we use the money that the Region has 
given to the conservation authority over the 
last sixyears to our acquisition fund.” 

Timms said the land acquisition along Lake 
Erie involves payment over two years, with 
55% of the purchase price paid in 2014, and 
the balance to be paid in 2015. Timms added 
there is no payment of interest involved. 

“We’re not at this point, according to our 
legal advice, prepared to share the entire 
terms of the agreement” 

Timms said any further disclosure would 
have to first be discussed by NPCA board 
members. 

Niagara Region will contribute almost $7.3 
million to the NPCA’s 2014 budget, including 
$500,000 to a land acquisition fund, as it has 
done annually. 

Augustyn said he was “disheartened” by 
Timms’ response, but will continue the seek 



answers. 

“I think it’s important for us to recognize 
who we work for. We work for the public,” 
Augustyn said, adding it’s important pur¬ 
chases made with public dollars are made 

“That’s where I’m coming fram... and I’m 
going to keep trying getting this information.” 

Timms said die NPCA values the property 
as good value to the public but reiterated the 


“is a creature of the province, a partner of our 
mumapaliues.” 

Welland Coun. George Marshall said he 
was concerned by Timms’s response. 

“I thought the release of the agreement 
would go a long way in shedding light on 
the situation and maybe this issue would 
go away,” Marshall said. “But as soon as you 
don’t want to share, you don’t want to play 
nice, even though it’s regional dollars through 
our taxpayers—we can’t even speak to it by 
the sounds of things.” 

St. Catharines Mayor Brian McMullan 
said he was confused by some of the answers 
coming from the Region’s appointees to the 
NPCA board. 

“I’m not sure anymore who the NPCA is 
really responsible to, whether it’s the province, 
the (Ministry of Natural Resources) cabinet 
minister, whether it’s this council,” McMullan 
said. “More and more we’re learning they're 
not responsible to this council. I agree with 
Coun. Augustyn and Coun. Marshall. I think 
we should have more accountability than 
what we're seeing evidenced today.” 

McMullan said the Niagara Region pre¬ 
viously rejected the opportunity in 2012 to 
purchase 26 acres of the former Easter Seals 
camp and that the NPCA has found a “back¬ 
door way to get the deal done.” 

“I think that’s unfortunate... and if that's 
not the case, they should be more transpar- 

McMullan said he heard from the media 
that a board member who had previously 
taken a leave of absence to write a report for 
the board is now being recommended as the 
new CAO. 

McMuilan’s claim elicited an interjection 
from St. Catharines regional Coun. Andy 
Petrowksi who demanded to know who the 
member of the media “who’s speeding this 
kind of rumour:' 


www.lnPortNews.ca 
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■ ENTERTAINMENT: Lakeshore Catholic takes on classic musical 


Grease is 
the word 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

Inport News Staff 

Move over, Rydell High 
— Grease has found a new 

The Pink Ladies and T-Birds 
have taken over Lakeshore 
Catholic High School and will 
be hitting the stage in May 
with songs from the beloved 
musical. 

Students have been ready¬ 
ing for the production since 
September and recently 
ramped up rehearsals in prep¬ 
aration for opening night May 

The Summer Lovin’ of 
Danny Zuko and Sandy Ols- 
son will transport audiences 
back to the late 1950s with 


catchy songs made popular 
by the 1978 movie and the 
original stage production. 

Along with providing the 
singing and dancing tal¬ 
ent, Lakeshore students in 
the high school’s band sup¬ 
ply the accompanying music 
and its technology and arts 
departments constructed and 
designed the sets. 

The show runs May 8,9 and 
10 at 7 p.m. and May 11 at 2 
p.m. Tickets cost $15, or $10 
for seniors and students. 

To purchase tickets or for 
more information, phone 905- 
835-2451. 

maryanne.firth@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @mfirthTribune 



The Pink Ladies will take to the stage at Lakeshore Catholic 
High School May 8-11 for the school's production of Grease. 
Pictured in front, from left, are Jessica Traynor and Sarah 
Ward, middle, from left, are Claire Gittins, Allie Moore and 
Ashley Fisher, and back row, from left, are Abbi Macoretta, 
Mikayla Tykoliz-Horst and Francesca Spiteri. 


Manulife Securities Congratulates Michele Hendriks! 

Manulife Securities is proud to congratulate Michele Hendriks of St Catharines, Ontario for qualifying 
for our 2014 President's Circle, the most prestigious reward program at Manulife Securities. This 
means Michele is in the top 2.5% of financial advisors at Manulife, which is certainly an impressive 
accomplishment. It gives us great pride to have Michele as part of the Manulife team. 

Advisors, like Michele, are dedicated to providing sound and quality independent financial services 
advice. We specialize in helping clients who are looking to presen/e and accumulate wealth, create 
a retirement plan, pass on wealth to the next generation in a tax efficient manner and/or save for a 
child's/grandchild's education. Our financial approach is centered on the individual/business owner 

If you would like to work with a dedicated advisor as you approach those retirement years, 
contact Michele. 

Michele Hendriks, CFP, FMA, RRC 

Financial Planner, Manulife Securities Investment Services Inc 
Life Insurance Advisor, Manulife Securities Insurance Inc. 

23 Church St, St Catharines, ON 


HU Manulife Securities 

| For your future™ 



905-684-9681 Ext 7 Fax:905-346-1280 
Toll-Free: 1-866-825-5370 
michele.hendriks@manulifeseairities.ca 
www.manulifesecurities.ca 




MOTHER'S 


DAY 



Mary Ann 
905.834.6506 
or Mary 
905.835.1642 


Sunday, May 11th 


Time 

11:00 am - 2:00 pm 


Adults 

$25.00 


Children under 12 

$ 12.00 


Italian Canadian Cultural Centre 

223 Bell St., Port Colborne 


GETTHE LATEST 

BREAKING NEWS 
















8 ■ 


INPORT NEWS ■ THURSDAY, MAY 1, 2014 


■ FACES OF POVERTY: Tanya Willick says ‘it’s hard to budget what you don’t have’ 


Living with a little less 


CHERYLCLOCK 

QMI Agency Niagara 

A case of Pepsi sits in a cor¬ 
ner of her living room. More bot¬ 
tles of pop are tucked away in a 
hutch. If food runs short, if her 
minimum wage, part-time-work 
paycheque doesn’t add up at the 
grocery store, soft drinks are her 
backup meal plan. 

Every other week, 36-year-old 
Tanya Willick buys groceries. She 
makes sure there’s fresh food in 
the fridge when her six-year-old 
son, Gram, stays for the week. 
She shares custody with her ex- 
husband 

On those weeks, they eat well. 
Ham. Carrots. Potatoes. Fruits 
and vegetables. It's important 
to cook good, hearty meals, she 
says. Sometimes a friend drops 
off a few groceries. And on the 
odd Friday night, momandson 
might stop in at her father’s res¬ 
taurant in the Falls for fish and 

“I know he’s getting good 
food” she says. 

The weeks in between, she 
eats leftovers and saves what she 
can for Gram’s next stay. To save 
on food, she drinks carbonated 

It's not as dire as it sounds, she 


“I have in my head it doesn’t 
matter,” says Tanya. She is not 
complaining. Not at all. When 
it’s suggested to her that pop isn’t 
really a meal replacement, she 
smiles and shrugs. 

“I don’t feel hungry," she says. 

“I go to work. I don’t need to 
eat at work. It’s a routine. Go to 
work, come home, showei; go to 
bed, get up." Simple as that 

On this day, she sits in the liv¬ 
ing room of her basement apart¬ 
ment in Chippawa and talks 
about making ends meet About 
living below a line we call pov- 

Tanya works four days a week 
for minimum wage, at a rubber 
factory in St Catharines. 

Rent food, Gram’s medication 
for ADHD, cellphone, car insur¬ 
ance and gas to get hertn work— 
they all eat away at her income. 
She has some help: the before- 
and-after school care for Gram 
is fully subsidized; so is a portion 
of her rent She has no Internet or 
cable. 

Still, the end-of-month math 
doesn’t often add up. 

“It’s hard to budget what you 
don’thave,” she says. 

“I'm not lazy. I try to work as 
much as I can. It still doesn’t get 
me any farther” 


Sometimes, she’ll borrow a 
few bucks from her father, but 
that’s it “I don’t ask anyone else,” 
she says. 

Sometimes, she’ll get a cash 
advance off her credit card, but 
only if she can pay it back by the 
next paycheque. 

Yet in Tanya’s life, poverty is 
about more than dollars. It’s 
about creativity. Humour. And 
frustration. It’s about learning to 
accept help. Humility. And hope. 
It’s about sometimes having to 
ask for money and accepting the 
kindness of others. And it’s about 
understanding the simple priori¬ 
ties of life. 

Poverty is all around her. She 
just chooses to lookbeyond it 

In her living room, it’s in the 
padded blue Sofia and matching 
arm chair. Someone else’s casta¬ 
ways she found on the side of the 

“It was raining," says Tanya, 
showing a slight grin. “I just clas¬ 
sify that as they were getting 

It’s in the hutch that came from 
a friend. The veneer-and-parti- 
cle-boardTVunit, given to her by 
a man from her last apartment. 
(She moved because laundry 
there was costing her $5 a load.) 
It’s in her son’s video games, sec¬ 


ond-hand from friends whose 
children have outgrown them. 

It’s in her clothes. The jeans 
she’s wearing are the maternity 
pants she wore when she was 
pregnant with Gram. “I would 
have kept the overalls, but they 
were a litde stretched,” she says, 
laughing. 

Her black sweater with white 
blouse collar is a hand-me-down 

If Gram has new clothes, 
they’re likely a gift from Tanya's 
mom. His winter coat, boots, hat 
and mitts came from the Sal¬ 
vation Army’s Niagara Orchard 
Community Church donation 
drive. 

And although he thinks the big 
guy in red brought him Christ¬ 
mas gifts, Santa was otherwise 
known as the Sally Ann. 

“I want everything for him, but 
I can’t,” she says. “I just want him 
to be happy.” 

With that, she stands up and 
smiles. “Come see my bedroom,” 
she says. 

Tanya walks down a narrow 
hallway, past the kitchen. First 
room on the right is her bed- 

In one comer, there's a TV sit¬ 
ting on top of four all-season 
tires, stacked neatly one on top of 


each other. When the winter tires 
come off her 2003 Neon — her 
current source of financial frus¬ 
tration — they'll replace the all¬ 
seasons as bedroom decor. 

Yet, the piece de resistance is 
the bedroom fixture that prompts 
her friends to giggle and ask, “Do 
you really sleep in it?” — a fire 
engine red Lightning McQueen 
bed complete with matching 

It was her son’s. She got it in 
the divorce, and when Gram out¬ 
grew it she claimed it and saved 
up enough to buy him an Ikea 

Gram's bedroom is at the end 
of the hall. Books stacked floor to 
ceiling are second-hand. Tanya 
found the football-shaped toy 
box beside the dumpster at her 
old apartment. And a large card¬ 
board box-tumed-playhouse was 
an acquisition from work. 

When she has her son, Tanya 
works regular 30-hour-a-week 
shifts. The weeks she doesn’t, 
she'll work extra hours if they’re 
offered to her. But that doesn’t 
happen too often. 

On those weeks, she’ll skip 
breakfast, maybe have a Pepsi on 
her lunch break. Dinner is maybe 
a leftover that won’t keep until 
Gram is with her again, then bed 


Sometimes, a friend will invite 
her over for dinner 

Poverty is about being mat¬ 
ter-of-fact About making things 
work. It’s about keeping busy. 
And it's about pride. 

Pride in making it on her own. 

In the late 1990s, she moved 
out of her childhood home to live 
with the guy who’s now her ex- 
husband. She drove flatbed long 
haul into the U.S. Texas, Florida, 
Minnesota. She would be gone 
for a week, come home long 
enough to do laundry, then head 
out on the road again. 

Money was good. Life was 
good. 

Tanya got married, and when 
Gram was bom she became a 

Problems began in 2011 when 
the couple separated. Tanya had 

Lung haul was out of the ques¬ 
tion. Driving a track shorter dis¬ 
tances wasn’t an option either, 
because weather, traffic and 
other factors made it too unpre¬ 
dictable whether she could be 
back home in time to pick up 
Gram from day-care. And with 
a high school education at best, 
good-paying jobs weren't exactly 
abundant 

A little luck, help from a friend 
andalot of determination landed 
herajob. 

“It’s my own money,” she says. 
“It’s not just handed to me. 

“When I get a cheque, it’s 
something I’ve earned.” Poverty 
takes creativity. 

See TANYA on Page 9 




Weekday Specials from 
Sun-Wed2 Can Dine! 


r29*™o- 

* Chicken or veal parmiqiana with linquine 


SURF & ' 
TURF for i 

*99 


Director of Aesthetic Services lasikprovision.com 6800 Morrison St. 
Celebrating over 20,000 procedures 905.371.3217 or 1.888.510.2020 


Choose one from the following: 


SAY GOODBYE TO... 
Your Unwanted Hair With 

LASER HAIR REMOVAL 
Slreatments For Only $ 99 


• Upper Lip • Bikini Line 

• Chin • Neck 

• Cheeks • Underarms 

Reg Price $70 • $100 per treatment 
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■ TANYA 

Woman lives 
in poverty 

From Page 8 

A few weeks ago, she was worried she 
wouldn’t be able to get to work in i 
storm and feared she would lose aday'swage. 

So she drove there early in the momingwhen 
the roads were clear, slept in her car in the 
parking lot; and made it to work on time. 

If life ever seems like too much of a strug¬ 
gle, she thinks of Gram. 

"In my heart, I know I’m working for the 
things I can work forf she says. 

“I’m happy. I’m sad when I don’t have 
Gram But I’m happy.” 

Would more money make her happier? 

Tanya pauses to consider. Yes, she would 
be able to save for Gram’s education. 

Anything else? 

Another pause. 

“It would mean I’d be able to do extras with 
Gram. Maybe a day at Canada’s Wonder¬ 
land.” 

She shrugs. “Something that I can say, look, 

I’m paying for it” 

She pauses again. Itwould be hard to live 
on less money, but more isn’t the answer to 
everything either, she says. 

The people closest to her know her strug¬ 
gles, but it doesn't define her 

"I don’t really tell anyone,” she says. “As 
long as I’m happy, and you can go to work 
smiling, no one knows.” 

Tanya is happy. Rich in ways beyond 

And an appreciation of the simple (and free) 
things in life. 

To illustrate her point, she shares a picture 
of Gram inside his cardboard box house. The 
biggest smile is spread across his face. 

Last summer she helped him set up a lem¬ 
onade stand. He sold cookies and drinks 
for $1 during a ball tournament and made 
himself $250. He donated half to the Alzhe¬ 
imer Society, and the restwent into his bank 
account 

So really, who needs the Wonderlands of 
the world, she muses. 

“There's always a park.” 


Text oneday to 82828 for more information 



Over 



let’s groin together. 
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vehicles! 


VEHICLE FACTORY 
FINANCE RATES ON 
SELECT MODELS 


B 


SCOTT ST. ^ 

1 

i£S 

■—® 

5 

© ® 

<s>© 

'“'is* 


Special sale prices 
All makes & models 


Demos and off-lease vehicles 
On-site financing and leasing 

Preview vehicles at 


Complimentary CAA Membership 
with every used vehicle purchase 



/ox Performance 
Viy Auto Group _ 
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SUMMER VISITS: Port Colborne mom and daughter anxious for Mya’s return 

N.Y. visitor a breath of Fresh Air 



MONDAY AND THURSDAYS 1 

Still, the two keep in regular greeZy, be it a trip to a local families until they’re 18. 

c y>“" 'FREE COACH SERVICE TO 

MLLSVjEW. 


L~ER /? EL. L FONTHILL DIVISION 

builders’ supply ltd. 2560 Hwy 20 East, Fonthill 

™ 905-892-2694 

Errtr 

Welland Port Colborne Fort Erie 

COMMUNITY WELLNESS BUS STOP ON KING ST, HWy#3 

COMPLEX AT CLARENCE, BESIDE (Garrison Rd) 

145 LINCOLN ST. MERIDIAN BANK By old Zellers plaza 

10:00 AM 10:20 AM 10:50AM 

E—r MiiiiilMMit 

- Credit Valley Flagstone 

evea^IT 

■ Decorative aggregates / 

... and much more 

Monday, May 5th - Saturday, May 10th 

WEEK-LONG SALE 

Com in andsee, whate new/ 

Store Hours: Mon-Fri 7-5, Sat 8-2 

Casino 

Offer shown in Canadian Dollars. Offer h^ n?Svalliefi?non^shabte andmust beplayed at the slot 

« FOR RESERVATIONS OR INFORMATION 

, V, J, CALL 1-800-838-1789 

■ jWM JLWmrSW V 168 CLARENCE ST., PORT COLBORNE, ON 

\y ""O'* V L3K3G5 

l/Ar'ATir^MC www.youreasinovacations.com 

VAL A 1 1 u IN J TICO50007535 
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POLITICS 


Tax firms to pay 
for GO: NDP 



Port Colborne 


RAY SPITERI 

QMI Agency Niagara 

New Democrats would 
hike corporate income taxes 
to help pay for their transit 
plan, which includes bring¬ 
ing regular GO train service 
to Niagara. 

“Everyone has to come to 
the table. The middle class 
who pay the freight for the 
majority of programs that 
we have in this province are 
feeling the squeeze and it 
shouldn’t be all on the backs 
of that sector of people,” 
Welland NDP MPP Cindy 
Forster said during a press 
conference at the train sta¬ 
tion on Bridge St. in Niagara 
Falls Thursday. 

“We think that if busi¬ 
ness is going to increase 
in the Niagara region, that 
corporate Niagara, corpo¬ 
rate Ontario needs to come 
to the plate with respect to 
some of that funding.” 

Forster and Niagara Falls 
NDP MPP Wayne Gates 
were joined by several Nia¬ 
gara politicians and busi¬ 
ness leaders to outline their 
support for regular GO com¬ 
muter rail service in Nia¬ 
gara. 


she supports a “modest” 
increase to corporate taxes 
to enhance transit options 
in Ontario. 

Neither Gates or For¬ 
ster talked about what the 
increase would be or how 
much it would bring in. 

Forster said Horwarth will 
roll out the party’s funding 
model in its platform in the 

Gates said the Liberal gov¬ 
ernment has spent billions 
on transit across Ontario 
over the years, but hasn’t 
focused enough on Niagara. 

“We have the falls here, 
where we get 12-million ... 
tourists a year. You have Nia- 
gara-on-the-Lake. You have 
Fort Erie. We need to get 
our fair share of the dollars 
that are going to be invested 
in Ontario and it should 
include GO right here in 
Niagara.” 

The mayors of all 12 Nia¬ 
gara municipalities are call¬ 
ing for regular GO train serv¬ 
ice in the region. 

It will be the hot-button 
issue when they meet with 
provincial ministers dur¬ 
ing Niagara Week at Queen’s 
Park next month. 


City of Port Colborne 

New Port Colborne Operations Centre Project 
Notice of Public Information Centre No. 3 

The City of Port Colborne has initiated a Municipal Class Environmental Assessment to 
complete a functional preliminary design for the New Operations Centre which will combine 
the Central Operations Facility and the Parks Division. The City wishes to examine options 
to meet current and future maintenance operations demands and to provide a working 
environment consistent with other City operations. 

The study is being conducted in compliance with the Municipal Engineers Association 
“Municipal Class Environmental Assessment” guidelines. The study is being conducted in 
compliance with Schedule “C” of the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment, which is 
approved under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. A key component of the study 
will be consultation with interested stakeholders. Three Public Information Centres will be 
held to provide interested parties the opportunity to review and discuss issues related to the 
project, including existing conditions, an assessment of alternative locations, selection of the 
preferred alternative location and environmental conditions. 

As part of the public consultation for this project a Public Information Centre is being planned 
to provide interested parties with an opportunity to review the identification and assessment 
of the preferred location identified by the project’s Technical Advisory Committee. The third of 
three Public Information Centres is to be held as follows: 

Date: Monday, May 12, 2014 

Time: 5:00pm - 6:30pm 

Location: Council Chambers/Committee Room 3 
City of Port Colborne 
66 Charlotte Street 


This week, NDP Leader 
Andrea Horwath said 


See GO on Page 12 


Port Colborne, Ontario 
L3K 3C8 


Accredited Health Care Training | 


PERSONAL SUPPORT WORKER 


t— iS-J 

Port Colborne - Day Program 
Port Colborne High School 

211 Elqin Street - Room 314 

Wednesday, May 7 

1:00 p.m. 

St.Catharines - Day Program 
Lifetime Learning Centre 

535 Lake Street - Room 104 

Wednesday, May 7 

1:00 p.m. 

Niagara Falls - Evening/Wknd 
Oakwood Park Lodge 

6747 Qakwood Drive - Garden Room 

Saturday, May 10 

10:00 a.m. 




Adult & Community Education 
www.dsbn.org/community 

PSW@dsbn.org 

905-687-7000 


Those attending will have an opportunity to meet with the Project Team, review the study 
scope and discuss issues related to the project, including existing conditions, environmental 
considerations and the considerations that have led to the preferred site selection. 

If you are unable to attend the Public Information Centre, but have comments or questions 
regarding the project, please contact: 

Jim Huppunen, A.Sc.T. 

Manager of Engineering Services 
City of Port Colborne 
66 Charlotte Street 
Port Colborne, Ontario 
L3K 3C8 

Phone: 905-835-2900 Ext. 221 

Fax: 905-835-2939 

Email: pcoc@portcolborne.ca 

This Notice Issued April 24, 2014 
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NDP would hike corp. tax to help pay for GO 


MIKE DIBATTISFA/QMI AGENCY NIAGARA 

Niagara Falls NDP MPP 
Wayne Gates and Welland 
NDP MPP Cindy Forster held 
a press conference at the 
train station on Bridge St. 
in Niagara Falls Thursday 
to outline their support for 
regular GO commuter rail 
service to Niagara. 



From Page 11 

“Part of what we're going to Nia¬ 
gara Week for is to say let’s sit down, 
let’s do a senous business case,” said 
Niagara Region Chair Gary Bur- 

“Two weeks ago, two of us were in 
Kitchener, saw their business case, 
saw why it made sense. 

“The province, we need them to sit 


down. We need Metrolinx. We have 
met with Metrolinx twice over the 
last two years, not successfully. Now, 
I believe the pressure has been put 
on. They want it to work — they've 
done the plans, they have the infor¬ 
mation.” 

St Catharines Liberal MPP Jim Bra¬ 
dley said the Liberal party is the only 
one that can be trusted to expand 



seasonal GO train service to regular sched¬ 
uled trains in Niagara. 

The environment minister said the gov¬ 
ernment is building the necessary infra¬ 
structure, while the other parties’ record 
of cancelling transit service and ignoring 
transit expansion make them unreliable 
partners. 

"I am working with Metrolinx, the minis¬ 
ter of transportation, the Region and other 
area leaders to secure service improve¬ 
ments in the near future,” said Bradley. 

“I believe there are no impediments 
to GO rail service that cannot be over¬ 
come. Freight train track priority, conflicts 
with Seaway shipping — these can all be 
accommodated. 

"With a united Niagara voice, we can do 
this. I'm confident it will happen.” 

The new James St GO station in Hamil¬ 
ton is a necessary first step for Niagara GO 
rail service — and it is being built by the 
province, he said. 

While the NDP talks a good game, the 
last time they were in power, they didn’t 
expand GO service, said Bradley. In fact, 
he said they cancelled the GO train to Bar¬ 
rie. That service has since been restored by 
the Liberal government 

He said the Progressive Conservatives 
were in power for eight years and didn’t 
focus on GO expansion, instead choosing 
to pour concrete into the tunnelling that 
was underway for a subway in Toronto. 

Two weeks ago, Tory transportation 
critic Jeff Yurek told QMI Agency Niagara 
the GO issue is "something we would defi¬ 
nitely be open to discussing with Niagara 
stakeholders.” 

This week, a spokesman for PC Leader 
Tim Hudak said: “We don’t have anything 
to add to this from Jeff’s comments. 

“Nothing has changed in our position as 
a result of die NDP announcing they want 
to increase taxes.” 


ray.spiteri@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: §RaySpiteri 



Garden Centre 


and Gift Store 

Premium Product, 
Great Service, 

Fair Prices... ALWAYS 


SHOP TODAY FOR PICK OF THE CROP 


Large new selection of shrubs & trees have arrived! 

^ Come and enjoy the experience of 
^ choosing tne perfect tree or 
w “ shrub amongst the thousands! 

*ASK US ABOUT OUR 5 YEAR GUARANTEE* 



• Fertilize & Over Seed Lawn □ 

• Plant Bulbs For Summer Flowers □ 

• Top Up Beds With Soil & Mulch □ 

• Fertilize Trees & Shrubs □ 

• Add Concrete Statuary & 

Decor to Your Garden □ 


www.paulsgardencenlre.com | OPEN 7 DAY A WEEK MON - SAT 9AM - 6PM, SUN 10AM - 4PM • 103 Shaw Street, Welland (Corner of Prince Charles) • 905-732-5123 
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Partnership bodes well for track 



With life insurance, 
the benefits live on. 


1203076CN.1 State Farm International 


CALL ME TOMV. State Fa HU 

Company, Aurora, Ontario 



Homemade Pies... 
Delicious Homestyle Cooking 
Catering Available 


Tuesday 

Roast Beef Dinner 

Potatoes /v-\ —i 

Vegetable 

Roll & Butter 

Wednesday 

Vegetable 

Roll & Butter 

Thursday 

Potatoes A ir . .. 

Vegetable IBM 
Roll & Butter WWPIP 

EVERY FRIDAY 

1 Friday Fish ‘N’ Chips 

| (Haddock) 



May 2 nd -8 ,h , 2014 



Brent & Jenny's 1 53 West Side Rd. 
NoFrills | Port Colborne 
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Port Colborne 
l^Vkinfleet 



CHAMBER 

OF COMMERCE 


CHAMBERNEWS 


THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATIC 
of the PORT COLBORNE-WAINFLEl 
CHAMBER of COMMERCE 
76 Main St. West, Port Colborne, ON L3K 3V2 
905-834-9765 • office@pcwchamber.com 



President's Awards Reception Southern Tier Mayor's Luncheoi 


The 2013 President's Awards Reception went off without a hitch on 
Wednesday, April 2. Over 175 guests filled the Italian Hall to honour 
the remarkable individuals who help make up the communities of 
Port Colborne and Wainfleet. 

Thank you to all those who submitted the nominations, the nominees 
for being such wonderful people, and the community for showing 
your support. We look forward to celebrating again next year. 

A special thank-you to all the sponsors: Grant Thornton LLP, City of 
Port Colborne, Canadian Tire, RBC Royal Bank, TD Toronto Dominion 
Bank, Jungbunzlauer, A.B. White's Insurance Brokers and InPort News. 



Left to right: James Brennan, Grant Thornton LLP,Title Sponsor ; Chris Pezoulas & Mila 
Paperno, The Honey Bee Store, New Business of The Year; Nancy Salvage, Citizen 
of The Year; James Ewles & Wayne Elliott, Raw Materials Company, Business of The 
Year; Ayla Jukosky Jr., Youth Citizen of the Year; Pamela Koudijs, Photography By 
Pamela, Women in Business; Savannah Prokopetz, Youth Citizen of the Year; Larry & 
Cathy Boggio, Citizen of the Year; John Maloney, President Port Colborne-Wainfleet 
Chamber of Commerce. 



The Southern Tier Mayor's Luncheon jointly sponsored by the Chambers of Commerce 
from the 6 municipalities was held on Friday March 28th. The Mayors of Port Colborne, 
Wainfleet, Pelham, Welland, Fort Erie and Niagara Falls made presentations. 

\ 

Upcoming Events 

May 28th 5:00pm - 7:00pm • Business After Five 

Hosted at: Canada's Best Value Inn, 10134 Hwy # 3 Port Colborne 

June 5th 11:30am -1:00pm • The State of Communities Luncheon 
Hosted at: The Port Colborne Country Club 11260 Golf Course Rd, Wainfleet. 

Speakers: Mayor Badawey & Mayor Jeffs ^ SSmStweihnd 

June 13th 5:00pm -7:00pm • Lobster & Laughs 

Hosted at: The Sugarloaf Marina Pavilion 3 Marina Rd, Port Colborne. 

Drinks @ 6:00PM, Dinners @ 7:00PM, Comedy @ 9:00PM 

June 25th 5:00pm - 7:00pm • Business After Five 
Hosted by: Lucy's Cafe & Catering 90 Nickel St. Port Colborne. 

November 6th 4:00pm - 7:30pm • Port Colborne-Wainfleet Chamber of 
Commerce Fall Tradeshow 

Italian Canadian Cultural Centre 223 Bell St. Port Colborne. $75.00 per booth. 

V___ 
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Spotlight on Chamber Members 

The President's Awards 
Reception provided the 
opportunity for several 
local businesses to be 
showcased underlining 
their contribution to 
our local, regional and 
national economy. 

One of these was 
NorCliff Farms Inc 
owned by Nick and Nina 
Secord. 



Out with the old and in with the new... Logo that is! 

The Port Colborne-Wainfleet Chamber of Commerce would like to invite you to submit your 
design of a new Chamber logo! 

We are looking for a creative professional to take on the challenge in exchange for in-kind recognition 
and advertising with the Chamber for a year! Want to promote your business through the 
Chamber at no cost for one year? Help us in designing a new Chamber logo! 

What you will receive: 

• A banner ad on our website, 1 year free. 

• An eblast announcing the winning profession/business. 

• Your professional/business will be included in the quarterly Newsletter as the premier 
designer of the logo. 

• Your name in the official "New Logo" announcement in the newspaper. 

• 1 free ad space in our new year, 2015 directory. 

Contest Rules: 

The deadline to have your logo submitted is June 1 st 2014. Copyright material is prohibited. The 
new logo has to be similar in colour to what we have on our website www.pcwchamber.com. 

Contact us @ 905-834-9765 or email office@pcwchamber.com 


BUSINESS AFTER 5:00 

January Business After 5:00 

The Clinic on Elm 
showcased their new 
location at 380 Elm St. 
on January 22nd. This 
clinic is now a designated 
OHIP Physiotherapy 
Clinic and specializes in 
chiropractic and massage 
therapy services. 

Left to right David Cuviello, KariTattersall, Mike Koabel and clinic owners Dr Jim Cousineau and 
Sherri Cousineau 

February Business After 5:00 


JB Fashions has the styles 
you are looking for at 
affordable prices. Betty 
Konc and her daughter Julie 
Longaphie owners of the 
stylish and funky boutique 
hosted the February 
Business After 5:00 


Left to right Betty Konc and her daughter Julie Longaphie 

March Business After 5:00 


Creative design by Think 
Ink Design & Print and 
picturesque photos by 
Photography by Pamela 
were displayed at the 
March Business After 5:00 
by these two talented 
business owners. 


Left to right: Candace Armstrong, Pamela Koudijs and John Maloney 







ClNTRi] 


www.copy4u.net 


Print • Copy • Design 

8 Clarence Street • Port Colborne • 905.835.5995 


Stag 
TlckWs" 

,f 1000 

$39:95 
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January New Member Breakfast 


Sandra Summer- 
hayes from Sandra 
Summerhayes & Asso¬ 
ciates spoke at the Port 
Col borne-Wa infleet 
Chamber of Commerce 
New Member Breakfast 
held at Jericho House. 

She spoke about the 
advantages of net¬ 
working and how it 
can benefit the bottom 


line of any business. 
Our new Chamber 
Members had the op¬ 
portunity to introduce 
themselves and speak 
about the services and 
products each of their 
unique businesses pro¬ 
vides. 

This event was gen¬ 
erously sponsored by 
BMO and Inport News. 



March Chamber's Quarterly Breakfast 


February Business of the Month 

Port Colborne-Wain- tery recycler for twenty 
fleet Chamber of Com- years and is the only 
merce proudly recog- company in North Amer- 
nizes Raw Materials Inc. ica currently capable of 
as February's Business of completely recycling pri- 
the Month. mary single use alkaline 

RMC has been a lead- batteries, 
ing North American bat- 



Chamber President, 
John Maloney wel¬ 
comed everyone in at¬ 
tendance and thanked 
our host Port Cares 
Reach Out Centre and 
our event sponsor 
Inport News. 

Our keynote speak¬ 
er for the morning 
was safety specialist 
Corola Hicks- Mittag 
from Workplace Safety 
Group. 

Chamber Members 
were educated on the 


upcoming changes in 
the Ministry of Labour 
Worker and Supervisor 
training required byJuly 
1 st. Companies were 
brought up to speed on 
what an MOL inspec¬ 
tor is looking for when 
entering a company to 
do an inspection. Roles 
and responsibilities of 
key stakeholders in the 
health and safety hi¬ 
erarchy of a company, 
concepts of due dili¬ 
gence and the internal 



Left to right: Stephanie Babin, Carola Hicks-Mittag and John Maloney 

responsibility system. with a gift of apprecia- 
Stephanie Babin Vice tion for sharing her ex- 
President thanked Cor- pertise with our mem- 
ola and presented her bers. 


Members in the News: Congratulations to Stephanie Babin (The Burke Group) Sam 
Bellhouse, (Evolution Window Films) & Mark A Melloni, (Urge to Purge) for winning the 11 th 
Annual 40 Under Forty Business Achievement Awards! 

Congratulations to Lou Nieuwland co-owner and operator of Whiskey Run Golf Club for winning 
the Jimmy Rose Lifetime Achievement Award! for his contribution to basketball. 


Left to right: Jackie Jaroslawski Executive Director Port Colborne-Wainfleet Chamber, James 
Ewles President of Raw Materials Company and John Maloney Port Colbome-Wainfleet 
Chamber President 

March Business of the Month 

Port Colborne-Wain- This award recognizes 
fleet Chamber of Com- an outstanding business 
merce proudly recogniz- that demonstrates en- 
esA.B. Whites'Insurance trepreneurial achieve- 
Brokers as March's Busi- ment and community 
ness of the Month. leadership. 



Sandy White and his staff at A. B. Whites' Insurance Brokers and John Maloney Port Colbome- 
Wainfleet Chamber President 



INSURANCE BROKERS 


WHITES 


Auto I Home 


PICK your PRIZE Contest 

Quote to Win! Refer to Win! 

$1000 or $750 or $500 Gift Card 
to the business of YOUR choice! 

Conditions Apply. See website for details" 


45 Clarence St. Port Colborne, ON 

aaa 


Marine 
Life I Bonds | 
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Welcome to our newest members! 


NorCliff Farms Inc. 

888 Barrick Road, Port Colborne L3K6H2 
905-835-0808 • nina@norcliff.com 
www.norcliff.com 

Chef Support Hospitality 
6009 Valley Way, 

Glengate Alliance Church Building 
Suite 115-A, Niagara Falls L2E1X9 
905-401-7057 

jesse@chefsupporthospitality.com 

www.chefsupporthospitality.com 

Young's Catering 
11256 Golf Course Road, 

Port Colborne L3K5V4 
905-394-2462 
www.youngscatering.net 
jason@youngscatering.net 

Mr. Furnace Huero Sure-Fix 
7334 Garner Road, Niagara Falls L2E 6S5 
905-357-0919 

ksammutt@mrfurnacehuero.com 

www.mrfurnacehuero.com 

V_ 


Anta Plumbing 

364 Munster Ave. Etobicoke M8Z 3C7 

416-231-3331 • info@antaforyou.com 

www.antaforyou.com 

Urge to Purge 

646 Quaker Road, Welland L3C3H2 
905-732-8382 • mark@urgetopurge.ca 
www.urgetopurge.ca 

Bremfields Cafe, Bakery 
and Floral Market 
91 Main Street West, Port Colborne L3K3V1 
289-836-9863 • info@bremfields.com 

Market Cafe 

78 Clarence Street, Port Colborne L3K 3G3 
marketcafe@gmail.com 
905-835-6946 • www.marketcafe.ca 

Roxy and Friends Dog Grooming 
285 Main St. West 
Port Colborne, ON L3K3V5 
905-964-9223 

roxyandfriends83@gmail.com 

www.roxyandffiendsgroomingsalon.com 



Friday pke l5pk 
Porp Col Pome Spate! 



FRIDAY, JUNE 13, 2014 

Sugarloaf Marina Pavilion 
The Port Colborne/Wainfleet Chamber of Commerce 

19TH ANNUAL LOBSTER & LAUGHS 

Join us as we feast on Prime Rib, Lobster and all the fixings, 
while being entertained by two very funny local comedians 

For more information and tickets, 
contact the PCW Chamber Office 905.834.9765 
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State of the Region 
Roundtable 


On Friday, April 4th, Regional PortColborne-WainfleetChamber 
Chair Gary Burroughs hosted and PresidentJohnMaloneycollaborated 
chaired a roundtable discussion with the other chambers on future 
with Chambers from throughout the initiatives. 

Niagara Region. 


Chambers of Commerce 
of Niagara Meet 


The Port Colborne-Wainfleet 
Chamber of Commerce hosted a 
meeting with representatives of 
other Niagara Region Chambers at 
Jericho House in Wainfleet. 

Recently appointed Niagara Region 
Economic Development Business 
Attraction Manager Tim Reynolds 
briefed everyone on what his focus 
will be for business in Niagara. Tim 
believes that emphasis should be on 
ensuring business in Niagara stays 
here; that skill sets/shortfalls for new 


and existing business be addressed 
immediately and that we actively 
pursue new growth from Greater 
Toronto and the U.S. 

The Niagara Poverty Reduction 
Network emphasized the need 
for an integrated regional transit 
system linking our rural and urban 
communities while reducing 
barriers to access public transit. 
Such would improve quality of life 
and economic growth in Niagara. 


A Chambers Plan provides benefits you can count on! 

Contact Tailored Financial Solutions today and find out what the Plan can do for you! 


A Chambers F 





you oar, Tailored Financial Solutions 

CcusY on _ . . . . . 
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Historic railway linked Niagara’s lakeshores 


Q: At the comer of Morrison St. and 
Stanley Ave. in Niagara Falls, there is a 
monument to a railway. The monument 
faces onto Morrison, but if you look in 
the potholes on Stanley northbound 
there appear to be tracks there. They are 
so close to the surface. Where did they 
come from and go to? 

A: The monument commemorates the 
Erie and Ontario Railway, the first rail¬ 
road in what is now Ontario. 

Niagara Falls official historian Sher¬ 


man Zavitz said the railway was primitive 
compared to today's trains. It was pulled 
by horses, usually in tandem, and con¬ 
sisted of carriages that ran on wooden 
rails with iron strips. 

Construction of tracks between Chip- 
pawa and Queenston started in 1835 
and was completed in 1841. The route 
through Niagara Falls ran along today’s 
Stanley Ave. 

Zavitz said the goal was to con¬ 
nect the steamboat operations on the 
lakes. A steamboat would come from 


A 2014 ★ 

Mr hockey 
P CLINICS 


HELD AT PORT COLBORNE VALE CENTRE 

FIRST 30 SKATERS AND 4 GOALIES WILL BE TAKEN PER CLASS. 


wmmil OIWEEKtCIHNIC— 

LEARN, FROM THE PROS 

WEDNESDAYS 

☆ POWER SKATING 

MAY 21 thru JULY 23, 2014 

☆ SHOOTING 

☆ INCLUDES 10 HOURS Of INSTRUCTIONAL ICETIME 
☆ BURKHOLDER HOCKEY PRACTICE JERSEY 

☆ PASSING 

GROUP 1: Wed. 6pm - 7pm - ages 5,6,7,8 

☆ PUCK HANDUNG 

(Novice and Tyke) 

☆ DEVELOPMENT 

GROUP 2: Wed. 7pm ■ 8pm - ages 9,10,11,12 

☆ CONFIDENCE 

(Atom and PeeWee) 

☆ SAFETY 

GROUP 3: Wed. 8pm - 9pm - ages 13,14,15,16 

(Bantam and Midget) 

☆ EXPERIENCED ON ICE 

TOTAL PER STUDENT $ 225 00 

INSTRUCTORS 


LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE....SIGN UP NOW TO GUARANTEE YOUR SPOT. 


905 - 735-2277 

ed@burkauto.com • www.edburkholder.com 


Lake Ontario into the Niagara 
River, but could only get as far as 
Queenston. Goods were trans¬ 
ferred onto the railway and taken 
to Chippawa, where a steamboat 
on the Niagara River could again 
be used to get to Lake Erie. 

“It was a transfer line used 
mainly in the summer,” Zavitz 
said. 

In 1854, the line was relocated 
closer to the Niagara River and 
converted to steam engines with 
metal tracks. Eventually, it was 
extended from Chippawa south 
to Fort Erie and from Queenston 
north to Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
connecting the two lakes. 

The line changed names and 
owners over the years, and at one 
point was run by the Michigan 
Central Railroad. Zavitz said in 
the 1920s, the line between Chip¬ 
pawa and Fort Erie was gradu¬ 
ally abandoned, the land sold 
and the tracks ripped up. By the 
1950s, the same thing happened 
between Queenston and Niagara- 

Which brings us to the potholes 
on Stanley Ave. 

If what you are seeing is indeed 
the remnants of a track or rail, 
Zavitz said it's unlikely it came 
from the old Erie and Ontario 
Railway because of all the street 
work that's happened since 
1854. There was at one time an 
old streetcar line that crossed 
Stanley Ave., but those lines were 
removed. Could a section have 
been missed? It’s not known for 
sure, but it’s possible, given that 
when Ferry St. was rebuilt a few 
years ago, old streetcar tracks 
were discovered. 

Q: I'm a resident of Welland and 
drive by the Walker remediation 
project located at the old Atlas 
solid waste dump off of Woodlawn 



MIKE DIBATTISTA / QMI AGENCY NIAGARA 

The cairn at the corner of Morrison St. and Stanley Ave. in Niagara 
Falls commemorates the first railway in Upper Canada, built in 1831. 


and behind Rona nearly everyday. 
My question is, what is that black 
material they have been dumping 
there for months? There seems to 
be a continuous line of trucks in 
and out dumping this material, 
which coats the streets black. 

A: The black material you saw 
was likely slag from Dofasco, 
said Mike Watt, vice-president of 
Walker Environmental Group. It’s 
a byproduct of the steel-making 
process. 

Watt said Walker owns its own 
street sweepers and makes every 
effort to keep the streets clean 
around the project 

“We very rarely get complaints, 
but when we do we do react to 
them,” he said. “The site super¬ 
intendent is very careful to tty to 
keep the neighbouring properties 
as clean as possible.” 

Watt said anyone who wants 
more information is welcome to 



Look no further to get professional 

- Remodeling the Niagara Region for the past decade 

- Dedicated to providing the finest quality of service and 
materials for your dollar 

- Written warranties 

Always a fast, friendly and FREE 

"Don't settle on part time service" 

Ph: 905-894-8599 
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Jail time for 
arson, assult 


Igniting a case of body spray at a 
construction site, causing more than 
$100,000 in damage, resulted in a jail 
term for a St. Catharines man. 

Kristopher Waines appeared in 
an Ontario Court of Justice in St. 
Catharines Friday for sentencing on six 
charges, including arson and assaulting 
a police officer. 

The 20-year-old was sentenced to 
one year in jail, which was reduced to 
103 days behind bars after he was given 
credit for the time he spent in pre-trial 
custody. 

Court heard Waines and two males 
ages 15 and 18 stole a case of Axe 
body spray from the Real Canadian 
Superstore on Louth St. on April 2,2013, 
and went to a nearby construction site. 

Between 16 and 18 cans of the spray 
were placed behind the cab of an 
excavator and set on fire. Damage was 
pegged at more than $100,000. 

Waines told police he enjoyed lighting 
fires because it “calmed" him down. 

“He endangered himself and the other 
young men who were with him and he 
endangered the firefighters who came to 
fight the fire,” said Judge David Harris, 
before imposing the jail term followed by 
probation for three years. 

Falls ferries put on ice 


The harsh winter had an impact on 
Hornblower Niagara Cruises. 

The company hopes to start ferrying 
tourists in the lower Niagara River mid- 
May. 

After constructing two state-of- 
the-art catamarans at the base of 
falls during one of the harshest winter 
seasons in Canadian history, the 
company has begun testing its marine 
railway system in preparation for its 
inaugural season. 

Sex assault alleged 

A 20-year-old Welland man faces a 
number of charges following allegations 
of sexual assault against a “young 

Neither the age of the female nor the 
reason why she was in the company of 
the accused when the alleged offences 
took place will be made public in order 
to protect her identity, said Andrew 
Watson of the Niagara Regional Police 
child abuse unit. 

Police said both parties are known to 
one another. 

The offences are alleged to have 
taken place in Welland in February 2013. 

Police were notified this month. 

On Friday police arrested Alex 
Thibeault. He is charged with sexual 
assault, sexual interference and 
invitation to sexual touching. He 
remains in custody and is scheduled 
for a bail hearing in St. Catharines on 
Tuesday at 10 a.m. 

Topless woman in Falls mayor's office 

A topless woman walked straight into 
Mayor Jim Diodati's office at city hall 
around noon Thursday. 

Diodati said he wasn’t in his office at 
the time and the topless woman talked 
to his staff. He said the woman left 
on her own without incident. Visitors 
normally have to buzz in to reach the 
mayor's office, but Diodati said some 



video work was being done in 
the area so the doors were left 

“She’s a sex-trade worker 
and she has been in before to 
discuss challenges for her and her 
situation in her industry," he said. 

He said whenever the woman 


has come to city hall in the past, 
he was not there. 

“She lives at a motel in town 
and I’ve called and left her a 
message at the motel. When I 
leave a message, I leave a date 
(indicating when he called). We've 
never had a chance to discuss her 


concerns." 

Diodati said although he won't 
likely be able to help her with 
her concerns because city hall 
does not handle sex-trade worker 
issues, he doesn't like to ignore his 
constituents. 



ALL PRICES IN EFFECT FRIDAY, MAY 2 UNTIL THURSDAY, MAY 8,2014 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED. 


St. Catharines 210 Glendale Ave. 905-682-3121 Niagara Falls 6225 Thorold Stone Rd. 905-354-0186 

St. Catharines 353 Lake St. 905-646-8812 Fonthill 20 Hwy 20 E. 905-8924765 

St. Catharines 100 Fourth Ave. 905-682-6328 Welland 30 Rice Rd. 905-735-6819 


Visit mmmeatshops.com for individual store hours. 
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The Welland Canal Fallen 


Workers Memorial will be located 
on the canal bank just north of 
the Welland Canals Museum in St. 
Catharines. 

ThesitewaschosenbytheCity 
of St. Catharines memorial task 
force, and means the city must 
enlarge the lease it has with St. 
Lawrence Seaway Management 
Corp. The four draft designs are 
scheduled to be unveiled July 23, 
which is the 100th anniversary of 
the first death on the canal. The 
task force considered eight sites, 


all beside or near the canal, and 
rated them for visibility, safety, 
traffic, accessibility, landscape 
design, parking, washrooms and 
potential for vandalism. 

Project Ink charge dropped 

Charges have been stayed 
against a woman swept up during 
the massive Project Ink cocaine 
bust in 2012. 

Courtney Bryan, 34, of Toronto 
was facing an obstruction of 
justice charge. 


in the joint-forces investigation 
that also saw the arrest of alleged 
Niagara drug kingpin Nicola (Nick) 
Nero. 

Federal prosecutor Peter 
Wenglowski told a St. Catharines 
Superior Court judge Tuesday that 
the Crown was seeking a stay of 
the charge. A trial date set in May 
for Bryan will be nixed. Bryan was 
not present in court Tuesday. 

At the time of her arrest, police 
said Bryan's charges were not 


connected with the seizure of $30 
million in drugs but did arise out of 
the Project Ink investigation. 

Nero is scheduled for trial on 
Sept. 8 with four co-accused. 

Police officer charged with 


submissions of benefit claims. 

As a result of the investigation, 
an arrest was made April 17. 

Jason Howard, 43, of St. 
Catharines, is charged with fraud 
under $5,000. 

The officer, a sergeant assigned 
to Division 3 of Hamilton Police 
Service, has been suspended from 
duty with pay. 

He was released on a promise 
to appear and is scheduled to 
return to court May 20. 





on service 


Reach Over 
20,000 Readers! 

WITH YOUR MESSAGE 
IN THIS SPACE 

For Only $20°° Per Week 
Based on 13 Weeks 


Call 905-732-2414 x.260 


TOPSOIL & CRUSHED 
MULCH tfW* SAND 

XLUB 



Mario's 


- Residential 1 

, Maintenance * Landscaping ' 

I \ Free Estimates • Spring Cleanup’s 
i * T Call Mario! • Garbage Dump Runs 
Owner: Mario Recine * Junk Removal 
Phone: 905-835-8922 • Building Pergolas, 

Cell: 905-933-3202 • Patios, Fire Pits, 

Cell: 905-933-0909 , Decks ± fences 


J.SNEEK PLUMBING 


JOHNSNEEK 



j C Computers 

jWhere traditional customer service 
meets modern technology” 


& 


SERVICE | UPGRADES | REPAIRS | USED COMPUTER SYSTEMS 


250 Kent St. Port Colborne ; graham@scccomputers.com 

905-834-6333 I www.scccomputers.com ^ 


Looking for 
Golf Instruction?, 

From beginners to advanced players, 
riR=T awnMo oolf juniors to adults, First Swing Golf is 
your first choice for lessons! Based out of Lookout Point 
Country Club, Zac Henderson (PGA of Canada Class 
"A" Professional) can get your game into shape! 


Visit www.firstswinggolf.ca for more details. 

Call or email us at: 905-380-1908 • Zac@firstswinggolf.c 
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NIAGARA FOOD 

4jrWINE EXPO 

MAY 2-4, 2014 • SCOTIABANK CONVENTION CENTRE 

FRI 2-10 • SAT 12-10 • SUN 12-6 


TASTE THIS NIAGARA! 



SAMPLE FROM HUNDREDS OF WINES, BEERS & SPIRITS 

• Enjoy Incredible Local Cuisine • Complimentary Chef Demonstrations 
• All You Need Is Cheese Stage • Interactive Tasting Stage 
• Marriott Hotel Packages from $169 • Live Entertainment • Niagara's Best Night Out! 


COME EARLY! 

1000 SWAG BAGS DAILY 


BUY TICKETS NOW ONLY $12 ONLINE WITH PROMO CODE NIAGARA 

niagarafoodandwine.ca 


Q) Canadian 
w Fond & Wine 


A. VMB B «0 IB 
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018 SHIPS THAT PLYTHE LAKES 


dian Pacific Steamships fleet It had 
"rormi previously served the company as 

: the Duchess of Bedford. 

The vessel had been built at 
irrur-v Clydebank, Scotland, and launched 

NIAGARA on I™ - 24 ’ 1928-11 be 8 an service 

—-- ■■ nr . - 

nri!rv SY lantic steamer and served the com- 

DUNCAN pany well until being requisitioned 

as a troop carrier in 1939. As such 
it travelled to India and Singapore 



B BOGGIO 

Family of Pharmacies 

Mto 



R.Ph.B.Sc.PHM.(owner) 


Pkarmoists 

COLON ICLEANSING AND; OTHER*DETOWMETHODSi 

People often come to the store looking for products that will cleanse their colon, or 
detoxify their system. They have heard that regular colon or liver cleansing and other 
id the body of pollutants, aid in weight loss, and prevent 


The theory that over time the body can accumulate harmful toxins such as metals and 
pesticides is often perpetuated by the media and other advertisers. Proponents believe 
special treatments including herbals or supplements given orally, or as enemas, or special 
diets, can remove these toxins from the body. 

Unfortunately there is no proof to support any of these claims. There is no special 
product or method that can rid the body of toxins. 

The body is an amazing machine equipped with liver and kidneys that are responsible for 
filtering and eliminating toxins from the body. 

Detoxitication programs can actually be dangerous. They often include laxatives that can 
cause significant diarrhea resulting in fluid loss, and electrolyte imbalances. Some laxatives 


Enemas and colonics can also lead to electrolyte imbalances and can even cause a 
perforated rectum. Some deaths have actually been reported with the use of coffee enemas. 

For patients who want to optimize their health there are some simple much safer steps 
that can be taken. The first step for overweight patients is to lose weight by eating more 
fruits and vegetables and less refined sugar. Secondly, drinking a few glasses of water can 
help with weight loss and general health. However, it is not necessary to over do water 
intake either. The body closely regulates the amount of water in your system through 
homeostasis and your kidneys. Drinking too much can force you to the bathroom with 
increased frequency and not provide you with any other additional “health” benefit. Simple 
exercise like walking and some daily fresh air can improve mood and aid in weight loss as 

For patients who want to take a supplement, there are some that can improve your health. 
Vitamin D, and Omega 3's have shown significant health benefits. Adults should take at least 
1000IU of vitamin D a day for bone health and cancer prevention. Omega 3’s (EPA and DHA) 
have shown benefits for heart and brain health. An aspirin a day is also promoted for heart 
and stroke protection. Finally naturally occurring antioxidants that come in berries, green 
tea, and other naturally occurring sources can help with general overall health. 

If you want to improve your health, it is best to avoid colon and liver cleanses and stick 
to the above mentioned strategies. Speak to your family physician or pharmacist if you 
would like to add in a supplement, and for advice on the best way for you to “get healthy”. 

BOGGIO PHARMACY 

200 Catherine, St.,, Part Colbarne 

905.834.3514 


www.boggios.com 


with Allied soldiers and to Europe 


with Canadian Army troops. It also 
served on the Mediterranean as the 
headquarters ship for Gen. Mark 
Clark. It is reported that Duchess of 
Bedford covered 413,000 miles and 
carried 150,000 passengers during 
the war years. 

With peace, the vessel under¬ 
went a significant refit and re¬ 
entered service on Sept. 1,1948, 
as Empress of France. As such, it 
sailed from Liverpool, England, to 
Quebec City and Montreal bring¬ 
ing travellers and families seeking 
a new life in Canada. During the 


winter the ship stopped at Saint 
John,NB. 

On Sept 25,1951, the Empress of 
France bought Princess Elizabeth 
and Prince Philip to Canada for a 
Royal Tour of the country. Within 
two years her father, King George, 
would pass away and Princess Eliz¬ 
abeth would become the Queen. 

Empress of France made 186 
Adantic voyages after the war but 
was retired and sold for scrap late 
in 1960. The vessel was taken to 
Newport, U.K. and dismantled dur¬ 
ing 1961. 



Vision & Hearing Care 



FROM SELECT 
FRAME STYLES WITH 

2ND PAIR OF GLASSES 

CONTACT LENSES 


TRANSITION LENSES 


SAVE UP TO 30% OFF 


NEW STORE HOURS 

MONDAY 9AM - 5PM • TUESDAY 9AM - 7PM 
WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY & FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM 


Mill 111 fflPTOSt 

SEE OPTICIAN FOR DETAILS 

905-835-6607 

482 STEELE ST., PORT COLBORNE 


WE CAN 
HELP! 

* HEARING 
Ij ( AIDS 

AT AFFORDABLE 
PRICES From 


mmmm 

PPehAemli^ed (Service 



SMITH 

OPTICAL & HEARING 

905-835-6607 


482 STEELE ST. PORT COLBORNE 
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No strings 
Attached! 

frugal 

frldays 


Concert Series I Stone Road Grill 


Outback Steakhou 


Blakes Men's Wear 


Niagara Skydive Centre 


Tony Roma's 


Hernder Estates Wines 


Victoria Fireworks 


Krown Rust Control 


Music Depot 


The Smokin' Budhha 


Ruth's Chris Steakhou; 


Bridgewater Athletic Club 


Tie Pink Restaurant 


Somebuddy's 


Betty's Restaurant 


First Swing Golf 


Old Bank Bistro 


Niagara Paintball 


Booksmart 


Lasik Provision 


Beacon Harbourside Restaurant 


Churchill Natural Meats 


Flour Mill Restaurant 


Tangled Yoga 


Don Marco's Italian Eatery 


Whirlpool Jet Boat Tours 


.and many more! available online only 

THIS FRIDAY MAY 2 nd - 7:00am - 7:00pm ONLY!! 
InportNews.ca/FrugalFridays 
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Sponsors help keep cars racing at area tracks 



BEtNDFMNKE/ STAFF PHOTO 


Ken Leslie applies the sticker of a sponsor signed during the 
off-season to his son Adam's sportsman car at a test and tune 
session Saturday, April 19,2014, at Merrittville Speedway in 
Thorold, Ont. 


W ho crossed the 

finish line first at 

track: the driver or the pit 

In some cases, it’s 
neither. 

Without financial back¬ 
ing from sponsors, many 
cars that will be competing 
regularly on the southern 
Ontario and western New 
York racing circuit would 
stay parked in the garage 
on more than a few week¬ 
ends this summer. 

Adam Leslie would 
probably find a way to 
continue racing if the 
sponsorship tap ran dry, 
but the 24-year-old gen¬ 
eral mechanic from Port 
Colborne doubts he would 
be competing more than 
once a week without the 
advertising decals adorn¬ 
ing his sportsman car. 

“If it wasn’t for sponsors, 
most of us wouldn’t be here 
or we would have a hard 
time making a go of it,” said 
Leslie, who is heading into 
his fifth season competing 
in the sportsman division 
and ninth year in racing 


While the regular at 
Merrittville Speedway 
in Thorold and at New 
Humberstone Speedway 
in Port Colborne is guar¬ 
anteed $100 each time he 
qualifies to race in a final 
and can earn $1,200 for 
winning a feature, his idea 
of laughing all the way to 
the bank would be being 
close to breaking even at 
the end of the year. 

"No, you don’t do this if 
you want to make money,” 
he said with a laugh, shak¬ 
ing his head. 

"It’s a hobby, it’s the 
most expensive hobby.” 

Pete Bicknell, Merrittville 
Speedway's co-owner and a 
23-time track champion in 
the popular 358 modified 
class, said it’s the love of 
the sport, not the money, 
that keeps drivers racing 
the southern Ontario and 
western New York circuit. 

“We’re racing as a sport. 
Most of the money comes 
from sponsors,” he said of 
a hobby that attracts about 
100 cars and upwards of 
1,000 spectators to the 


Thorold track Saturday 
nights throughout the 
summer. 

“Instead of buying a set 
of golf clubs, you buy a set 
of tires,” Bicknell said with 

John Mastroianni of 
Welland agrees that racing 
at the grassroots level 
is much closer to being 
a licence to lose money 
rather than the other way 
around. 

“You can make a million 
in racing, but you have to 
start with two million,” he 
quipped last Saturday at 
Merrittville's annual season 
test and tune session. 

Mastroianni, a retired 
elementary school princi¬ 
pal and one-time Welland 
city councillor, has been 
a principal involved in 
Mastroianni Racing for 10 

His role as the No. 1 
supporter on a family race 
team that features his son 
Joey behind the wheel of 
a sportsman car doesn’t 
include pit crew duties. 

“Are you kidding? I can’t 
even fill up the tires,” he 


said with a laugh. 

Too much rain overnight 
Friday and too little time 
during the day Saturday 
to dry out the track was 
anything but a winning 
combination for Merrittville 
Speedway. 

Opening night for the 63rd 
racing season at the Thorold 
track was cancelled shortly 
before noon after it became 
apparent the dirt track 
wouldn't be dry in time for 
the first heats of the night. 

“If it was 95 degrees, it 
might have been different 
but it wasn't" said Jim Irvine, 
the track's public relations 
director. 

Wind was also a factor in 
the decision to pull the plug 
on a three-division program 
featuring racing in the 
super sprint, sportsmen and 
modified 358 divisions. 

Opening night was only 
one of two visits the sprint 
cars will be making this 

Irvine said with next 
Saturday night's schedule 
already set, the super sprints 
will return some time later in 
the season. 


“The sprints will be 
rescheduled," he said. 

Sports editor Bemd 
Franke's column appears 


Thursdays. He can be reached 
at 905-732-2414, ext. 263, or 
by e-mail at bemd.franke@ 
sunmedia.ca. Follow him on 
Twitter @TribSportsGuy. 
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12" Basket 


10" Basket 


1 Gallon Perenial, Dianthus 


1 Gallon Hosta 


2 Gallon Rhodos 


3 Gallon Hollies 


#33-4808 

Reg $7.99 


SALE 
$<|49 

# 33-3900 Reg $2.49 


$149 

#33-3574 Reg $2.49 


#33-3802 


SALE 

* 8 97 

Reg $14.99 


SALE 

' $C97 

#33-4747 O 

Reg $8.99 


SALE 

$ 16 " 


Reg $29.99 


Pictures may not be exactly as shown 


ONLY AT 


MCLEOD RD. NIAGARA FALLS 
905 358-0161 


MONTROSE RD. NIAGARA FALLS 
905 354-3848 


GARRISON RD. FORT ERIE 
905 871-1564 
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INPORT DATEB00K 



WANT YOUR NON-PROFIT EVENT 
INCLUDED? 

SEND US YOUR INFO 

Submit by e-mail to 
wtrb.datebook@sunmedia.ca. 

Do not send attachments. 

Full listings online under Life. 



Pelham Art jsBt 
Festival ^ 

The pmm art pelhamartfestival.com 


Come see 

70 ARTISTS 

all under 
one roof 


Be there 
9-11 May 2014 
Mother's Day 
weekend 


Pelham Arena 1120 Haist Street, Fonthill, ON 

tm ■ ft® 


MAY 2 


DESSERT FASHION SHOW 


The First Presbyterian Church 
Women in Port Colborne are 
hosting a dessert fashion show by 
ALIA n TanJan from the Lundy’s 
Lane Outlet Mall in Niagara 
Falls at 7 p.m. Admission $7. 
Refreshments and door prizes. 
Call 905-834-7977 for tickets. 


MAY 3 


BOTTLE DRIVE 


and yard and bake sale to aid the 
Port Colborne feline initiative 
Operation CatSnips, 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m., St. Patrick's Church Hall, 


123 King St. Donation drop-off is 
May 2,8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 


MOTHER'S DAYTEA 


and Craft for Mommy or Grandma 
and Me at Wainfleet Township 
Public Library, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Enjoy a cup of tea (or iced tea) 
and treats while making a craft 
with your mom or grandma to 
celebrate Mother’s Day. Call 905- 
899-1277 by May 2 to register 
your attendance. 


MAY 8 


PHILOSOPHER’S CAFE 


at Wainfleet Township Public 
Library, 6:30 p.m. Drop by for a 
lively discussion. This month’s 
topic is "Cosmos Reboot - The 
Future." All welcome. 


MAY 8,9,10,11 


GREASE: THE MUSICAL 


is presented by Lakeshore 
Catholic High School May 8,9, 

10 at 7 p.m. and May 11 at 2 p.m. 
in the auditorium, 150 Janet St., 
Port Colborne. General admission 
$15; seniors/students $10. Call 
905-835-2451 for tickets or 
information. 

Continued on Page 30 




I1T 


fSEWfl IPRE AMISALEl 


THURSDAY MAY 1 - SUNDAY MAY 4, 2014 
BRING IN THE COUPON BELOW! 


save 50 % Off 

ANY 10 METRES OF ANY REGULAR PRICED FABRIC 

All Drapery, Quilting, Bridal, Basic, All Regular Priced Fabric 


SEW FANTASTIC SAVINGS 

VALID Thursday May 1-Sunday May 4,2014 
NO EXTENSIONS 

50% OFF 10 METRES OF ANY FABRIC 
DISCOUNT IS OFF THE REGULAR PRICE ONLY 

One coupon per customer-per cash register transaction. No facsimiles allowed, Coupon cannot be combined with any other offer. Discount is off ( 


SPECIAL SELECTION 
SUMMER FASHION FABRIC 

BUY 1 METRE 
AT OUR REGULAR PRICE 

GET 2 METRES FREE 

FROM SAME BOLT SELECTION VARIES BY STORE 


ALL IN STOCK 

DRAPERY HARDWARE 

50% OFF 

OUR REGULAR PRICE 


MOUNT CARMEL CENTRE 

770 Montrose Rd., Niagara Falls 575 WELLAND AVE., St. Catharines 34 DOUGLAS AVE Welland 

354-7117 685-6595 734-3836 






































-10% off 3 ll -j 
Monuments 
m stock now!' 
, until May 31 st 
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.WEMDY MAL?WANY'5 ART 5TUDI9, 

31492 Malowany Rd 
Wainfleet, ON LOS 1V0 
905-899-4429 | wendy@wendymalowany.com 

Fine Art Studio & Gallery 

Children & Teen Art Classes I Adult Art Workshops 
Art Parties I Studio Tour & more! 

Register for Summer Art Camp now! 
WendyMalowany.com 


When the electricity fails... 

HOW will you be AFFECTED? 


Cornell Feenstra Electric Ltd. 

All types of Electrical Installation 
Pole Line Installation & Aerial Bucket thick Service 

Call: 905-899-2373 • Fax: 905-899-2383 


SHERK 




TIMBER MART 

"Lumber merchants since 1810" 
333 Davis Street 

(next to Home Hardware) 

Port Colborne, ONL3K1Z5 

Phone: 905-834-4541 
Fax: 905-834-5100 

Website: www.timbermart.ca/sherk/sherk-timber-mart 
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INPORT DATEB00K 


Wellandport Home Hardware 
& Farm Supply Store. For more 
information, contact the Lions 
Clubs’ Martin VanGool at 905- 
835-8423 or George DeRuyte at 


Stanley will speak on a pictorial 
exhibit of the War of 1812. For 
more information call 905-834- 
4143. 


834-6292) or from Rosemary at 


WII BOWLING FDR SENIORS 


hosted by Wainfleet Lions Club 
starts 9:30 a.m. at the Wainfleet 
Firefighters Memorial Hall. 
Pledge sheets are available 
at the township office, library, 
Wainfleet Avondale Donut 
Diner, Jackson’s Auto Body and 



Society meets at 7 p.m. Linda 


Documentary Film Series at 
Port Colborne Public Library, 
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Free. 


withtheDeaconsofJazzat 
Roselawn Centre, 296 Fielden 
Ave.,Port Colborne, 7:30 p.m. to 
11 p.m. Tickets are $20, available 
at Ten Thousand Villages (905- 


at Morgan's Point United Church, 
11430 LakeshoreRd., Wainfleet. 
Settings at 5 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
Adults $15, children under 10 $5. 
By reservation only. Call 905- 




JANUARY 31 - FEBRUARY 13, 2015 
14 DAYS 13 NIGHTS 


OUTSIDE CABIN 


BALCONY CATEGORY 



HILTON & CASINO DU LAC LEAMY 

JULY 7-10,2014 4 DAYS/3 NIGHTS 
HIII eat (fowueH t* cut Steyznt 5 Stan S&ozfie! 


• 3 nights deluxe accommodation at the 5 star Hilton Lac Leamy 

• 3 full American Buffet Breakfasts ($75 dollar value) 

• $40.00 in Casino privilege dollars; Total of $30.00 food coupons 

• Guided 2 hour tour of Ottawa 

• Add $12 pp for optional visit to the War or Civilization Museum 

• Optional visit for some shopping at the Byward Market in downtown Ottawa 




$449 

wi 


d k 


FUNTREK SPECIAL EVENT DAYS 


MICHELANGELO EVENTS & 
CONFERENCE CENTRE 

WEDNESDAY JUNE 25™ 2014,12:00-2:30 PM 



LOOK! 



EXPLORE THE BIG APPLE - NEW YORK CITY 

r . < JUNE 27-30, AUG. 8-11, SEPT. 12-15 

f • 3 nights accommodation at the Courtyard Marriott ramsEsa 

Wt*' *4 hour guided tour of NYC i 
"rockefeller Centre Central. 

““ M$630 



Soaring Eagle Resort 

• $90.00 U.S downloadable Premium Play. J 

• $90.00 U.S dining gift card. E 

• Optional shopping visits to Mt. Pleasant 

s 439 


May 5,14,31, June 9, 



June 5, July 10, Sept. 4 

INCLUDES FREE BUFFET 



WHEN WE ARE MARRIED 

At the Royal George Theatre 
Wednesday May 14, 2014 
Enjoy a delicious lunch at th~ - 
Pillar & Post Restaurant in 


8 139 „ 


THE ED SULLIVAN SHOW 

At Bingeman’s Conference 
Centre in Kitchener 

Wednesday May 21,2014 

Enjoy a delicious hot and cold - AMs, 

buffet lunch at Bingeman’s 


THE FOURSOME 


■ O 


STRATFORD FESTIVAL 

CRAZY FOR YOU 

At the Festival Theatre 
Friday June 6, 20^ 

Enjoy a delicious lunch 
at Demetre's eatery. 


5, 2 014,. 


JULY 
.MYSTERY TOUR? 

pt Thursday July 17, 2014 
¥ 


AT THE DUNFIELD 
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tfl Classifieds 

inportnewsxa/classifieds 





Phone: 1-866-541-6757 • Fax: 1-866-485-8461 » Email: inportnews.classifieds@sunmedia.ca 



Keyless Entry, ft>wer Seat, ABS Brakes, Local Trade 

reg $12,999 SALE $11,988 

CALL DAVID CHEVROLET BUICK BMC 1-866-960-3139 



2007 MONTANA SV6 7 PASS 5DR 

Cranbeny Metallic, CD, Loaded, 3.9L, Cruise Control, Air Conditioning, 
Keyless Entry, Remote Start, ABS Brakes, Local Trade 

reg $11,999 SALE $8,999 

CALL DAVID CHEVROLET BUICK GMC 1-866-980-3139 


2012 ESCAPE XLT 4WD 5DR 
reg $23,999 SALE $19,999 


2010 IMPA LA L T 4DR SE DAN 

“™' S reg $1™999 SALE WtfwF ^ 



reg $10,999 SALE $8,675 

CALL DAVID CHEVROLET BUICK GMC 1-866-980- 




businessdirectory 


ADVERTISE 

ACE LAWNCARE & 
LANDSCAPING 

HERE 

pro aSSSr 

Call 289-696-1626 

Give us a call 

TODAY 





Beat the 
temptation. 

^smokersHELPUNE 

CANADIAN CANCER SOCIETY 

TOLL-FREE 


1 - 877 - 513-5333 
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Cupboard. 


Ill #20 EAST 
(across from Sobeys) 

905892.9054 


BORTCOLBORNE 

101 CLARENCE STREET 
(across from Food Basics) 

905 : 835.9806 



FIGHT™ 

WITH CLA PLUS & 
GLUC0SMART',;.::,,. 


If weight loss were as simple as reducing calories and running 
the treadmill we would all be thin. But weight loss can be 
effortless when we adopt a new way of eating and take a 
couple of Health Canada licensed nutritional supplements 
that get to the root of the weight problem. 

CLA PLUS Fat that Burns FAT 

CLA PLUS contains conjugated linoleic acid (CLA) and green 
tea extract. CLA is a fat that safely melts fat away. In a 90-day, 
double-blind, placebo-controlled study published in 2000 in 
the Journal of Nutrition, CLA users taking 5000mg of CLA 
per day had an average weight reduction of seven pounds 
and an increase in lean muscle with NO diet change. CLA 

When you purchase Glucosmart 
you will receive my book A Smart 
Women’s Guide to Weight Loss 
FREE (a $24.95 value), 
www. hormonehelp. com 


in a dose of 8000mg per day was also given to a group of 
post menopausal women and they lost weight with no diet 
change. Just think if they would have eaten a fat burning 
diet too! CLA PLUS also contains green tea extract to super 
charge weight loss and rev up fat burning by enhancing 
metabolism. 

Belly Fat Busting GLUCOsmart 

Belly fat is a stubborn problem. No end of sit-ups and crunches 
make it disappear. We know that insulin is implicated in belly 
fat weight gain in both men and women. Elevated insulin 
promotes weight gain, diabetes and excess belly fat. Skin tags 
are an early sign of pre-diabetes. Thankfully, busting belly fat 
and normalizing insulin just got easier. 

The nutrient Chirositol (pronounced 
“kur-au-sitol”), found in GLUCOsmart 
researched in over 30 studies at the 
Virginia Medical School, works to 
keep blood sugar in the healthy range. 

GLUCOsmart halts sugar cravings. But 
where GLUCOsmart really shines is 
in fighting belly fat in both men and 
women. Combine CLA PLUS along 
with GLUCOsmart and drink SLIM-T 
containing Garcinia and weight loss will 
be effortless. 



Glucosmart 
Belly Fat 
Buster 


EXCLUSIVELY AT: 

^‘Healthy 

Cupboard 


VALID UNTIL MAY 17TH, 2014 





Tanya & 

Ian Birrell 

Owners of 

The Healthy Cupboard 


TWO LOCATIONS! 


FONTHILL 

111 #20EAST 


PORT COLBORNE 

101 CLARENCE STREET 


s 892.9054 905 835.9806 
























